
Ethics in 
STEM



What does “ethics” 
mean to you?



The Trolley Problem





What would you do? What 
factors play into your 

decision?

Small Group Discussion



The Good Place: The Trolley Problem in Action

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtRhrfhP5b4


The Trolley Problem 
In Real Life??

https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2015/10/trolley-pro
blem-history-psychology-morality-driverless-cars/409732/

https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2015/10/trolley-problem-history-psychology-morality-driverless-cars/409732/
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2015/10/trolley-problem-history-psychology-morality-driverless-cars/409732/


The Shopping Cart Theory



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vOr9XB5rtJE


Ethics in Real Life
How can we be ethical in our daily lives? In our 
careers?



What makes an ethical scientist/scholar?

Where do 
ethics and your 
own fields of 

study overlap?

ETHICS FIELD 
OF 

STUDY



What kind of questions should we be asking?

● What prior knowledge is it based on?

● What is the cultural context of this knowledge?

● Who is conducting the research?

● Who is funding the research?

● Who does this benefit? Who does this harm?

● How is this science communicated?



Requirements at U.C. Berkeley

● College of Engineering — 1 required course with “ethics content” 

● College of L&S — 1 philosophy and values breadth

○ Physics, Maths, EPS — no ethics in STEM requirements

● College of Chemistry — possibly 1 philosophy and values breadth

● College of Natural Resources — possibly 1 ethics in STEM course



Observations?

Notice any patterns?

What seems good? 

What seems bad?



Decal Courses:





Upcoming Topics
1. Relationship between war + science

2. Algorithms and Militarization  of police

3. TMT on Mauna Kea

4. Power structures in academia (labor rights, 

authorship, etc.)


